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governor activates sdng members to help 

with Puerto rico hurricane recovery  
     Gov. Dennis Daugaard has activated four members of the South Dakota 
Army National Guard’s Company A, 139th Brigade Support Battalion at the 
request of Puerto Rico government authorities to help with recovery opera-
tions in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria. 
      The soldiers from the Watertown-based unit will provide water distribu-
tion capabilities to those in need. They will deploy to Puerto Rico with two 
Load Handling System vehicles and trailers equipped with four Compatible 
Water Tank Racks, or “Hippos.” The Hippos have the capability to receive, 
store and distribute up to 2,000 gallons of potable water per system. 
     "When disaster strikes, South Da-
kota lends a hand,” Gov. Daugaard 
said. “Our thoughts and prayers con-
tinue to be with Puerto Rico and 
with the soldiers of Company A who 
will be on the ground helping those 
in need.”  
      Gov. Daugaard said the request 
for South Dakota National Guard 
support came through an Emergen-
cy Management Assistance Compact that exists between all 50 states and 
three U.S. territories. As a U.S. territory, Puerto Rico will reimburse the State 
of South Dakota under the compact for the activation costs. 
      Company A is a distribution unit which can provide transportation for 
the movement of cargo, water and fuel. The four soldiers are leaving for 
Puerto Rico this morning and could be deployed for up to 45 days. 
     This is the first request South Dakota has received through the emergen-
cy compact to help with hurricane recovery efforts.  
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      The Brown County Veterans Service Office 
and the South Dakota Department of Veterans 
Affairs had a booth at the Aberdeen Area 
Healthy Aging Resource Fair lastweek.     
     Aaron Walberg and Kevin Swanson were on 
hand to visit with attendees on veteran’s benefits, 
services, and programs.     
     The goal of the resource fair is to provide re-
source and service information to those in need 
in the Aberdeen catchment area.    
     Screenings, testing and flu shots were availa-
ble.      

Aberdeen healthy aging resource fair 

Inman recognized by her peers 

     Laura Inman, Activities Coordinator at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home, was pre-
sented the Millie of the Year award from the South Dakota Health Care Association’s (SDHCA) dur-
ing their annual conference in September.    
     The Millie Award is bestowed to health care employees who go the “extra mile” in caring for 

their long-term care patients.  
     Inman was lauded for her exemplary activities pro-
gram, which offers an average of seven activities dai-
ly on campus. She also supports three off campus 
trips each month.  Her work brings joy and fulfillment 
to everyone it touches, and her passion for helping 
others is evident for all to see. 
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     SDDVA’s Erin 
Bultje attended 
South Dakota Pub-
lic Broadcast’s 
(SDPB) Client Ap-
preciation Night in 
Sioux Falls this 
week.     
     Bultje had the 
opportunity to see 
highlights of some 
of SDPB's pro-
grams, meet the 
producers and 
staff,  and hear the 
latest news from 
South Dakota Pub-
lic Broadcasting.    
     This event pro-
vided Bultje with a great  opportunity  to update the SDPB team on the South Dakota Department 
of Veterans Affairs and South Dakota Joining Forces.      
 

SDDVA attends sdpb client appreciation 

Uss south dakota christening ceremony 

     The christening ceremony 
for the USS South Dakota 
submarine will be held Satur-
day, Oct. 14, at10:00 am (ET).   
The ceremony will be held at  
General Dynamics Electric 
Boat Facility, 75 Eastern Point 
Rd., Groton, CT.   
     The event will be 
livestreamed at:  
www.ebchristenings.com.  
 

http://www.ebchristenings.com
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     The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs has selected Erin Bultje to serve as the execu-
tive director of South Dakota Joining Forces (SDJF).  
     Bultje will provide program development, oversight and coordination for the Joining Forces Initi-
ative. She will enhance the state’s ability to meet the behavioral-health care needs of its service 
members, veterans and their families by increasing access to appropriate care, closing gaps, build-
ing the system’s capacity, increasing interagency communication and building collaboration.  
     ”Through past wars and conflicts, we have been building the footings that are part of our histo-
ry,” said Larry Zimmerman, Sec-
retary of the South Dakota De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 
“Military personnel, veterans 
and family members deserve an 
entity to help them locate the 
assistance they need. Erin Bultje 
will take these footings and 
build the foundation block that 
will communicate, solidify, and 
create a network of resources 
for our 276,000 members of 
this exclusive group. She has 
the expertise to give that large 
contingency a place to find res-
olution for information.” 
     Bultje, an Army Veteran with 
five years of active duty service, 
served overseas as part of the 
1

st
 Armored Division out of 

Wiesbaden, Germany. After her 
tour of duty, she received her 
Associates of Arts degree in Ra-
dio/Television Broadcasting and 
then her Bachelors of Science in 
Business Management.  
     “Service in any branch of the 
military has both inherent risks and rewards,” said Erin Bultje. “This Initiative will help our veterans, 
service members and their families navigate the maze of programs and services to get them 
through the right door at the right time.  I look forward to continuing my journey to enhance the 
lives of our veterans.”   
     Watch for the release of the new website:  www.SDJF.sd.gov. 
     Bultje can be reached at erin.bultje@state.sd.us or 605.295.8180. 

SOUTH DAKOTA JOINING FORCES 

http://www.SDJF.sd.gov
mailto:erin.bultje@state.sd.us
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Oct 21—Derr Foundation Gala—Rushmore Plaza Civic Center—Rapid City—5:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 4—Public Agent Orange Forum—Meade County Court House in Sturgis (2nd Floor Commissioners 
Chambers—1300 Sherman Street) 9:00 am and 1:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 8—SD Veterans Council Meeting—PVA Headquarters in Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Nov 9-13—VFW Disabled Veterans Hunt—Gettysburg 
Nov 10—State Offices Closed 
Nov 11—SDSU Military Appreciation Day—Kickoff at 2:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 11—American Heroes  Outdoors Veterans Day Banquet—Aberdeen Elks Lodge 1046—5:00 pm (CST) 
Nov 11-12—Sea of Goodwill Equine Experience Retreat—Joy Ranch—Watertown 
Dec 2-3—Yellow Ribbon for the 153rd EN—Mitchell 
Dec 5—Governor’s Budget Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Dec 12—SDDVA Mini Conference via Skype—10:00 am (CT) 
December 25—State Offices Closed 
 

 
2018 

Jan 9—Governor’s State of the State Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 10—SD Veterans Commission Meeting—RedRossa in Pierre—9:00 am (CT) 
Jan 10—SDDVA/Veterans Council Legislative Reception—RedRossa in Pierre—5:00—8:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 18—SD American Legion Legislative Reception—Post 8—Pierre—5:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 28-29—VFW Legislative Conference—Ft. Pierre AmericInn 
Jan 29—VFW Legislative Reception—AmericInn—Ft. Pierre—6:00 pm—7:30 pm (CT) 
Feb 16-18 American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Jun 7-10—American Legion State Convention—Spearfish 
Jun 14-17—VFW State Convention—Sioux Falls 
 
 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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